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Russia is ready for a ceasefire in Ukraine at any time but the prospect is 
“unrealistic” and unacceptable as long as Kyiv and the West insist on Russia’s 
military defeat, the Kremlin’s ambassador to London has told The Times. 


Moscow’s threatened spring offensive is likely to come in the next few weeks, 


when the weather improves and the terrain is firmer, Andrey Kelin said. 


Kelin acknowledged the crucial political and economic support China was giving 
Moscow, but said that its proposals for a peace settlement were only a 


framework and not a detailed plan. 
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He insisted that China could not dictate terms to Russia, nor was it the only 
country offering to mediate. “We have numerous offers of mediation coming 
from the Middle East, Latin America, Turkey and others,” he said, adding that 
even some British groups were offering to be involved. 


Kelin argued Ukraine was so “belligerent” that a ceasefire was not realistic. 
Moscow remained committed to helping the people of Luhansk and Donetsk 
lead “normal” lives, he said, and withdrawal was not possible at present. If “anti- 
Russian” laws enforced there could not be ended, many people in Russia would 
resist a ceasefire, he said. 


“Unfinished business would not be taken as a good outcome,” he said, adding: 
“War is war.” Russia’s capture of Bakhmut was close, he insisted, but two more 
cities, Slovyansk and Krematorsk, still needed to be “liberated”. 


Kelin, who arrived in London in 2019, said Russian public opinion supported 
President Putin, but at the same time, no one likes wars and the sooner the 
conflict was resolved by peaceful means, the better. 
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He would not give figures for Russian casualties, saying the recent estimation of 
100,000 made by western sources was “taken from the ceiling”. He cited neutral 
“experts” who suggested that for every Russian killed, there were seven 


Ukraini ities 


He also pointed to the collapse of the Ukrainian economy, claiming that its GDP 
fell 35 per cent last year and a further 10 per cent this year. Of the 45 million 
people in Ukraine before the conflict, he said, only some 19-20 million now 
remained and the country was finding it difficult to recruit young soldiers. 


By contrast, he claimed the Russian economy had barely been affected by 
western sanctions and that cars, aircraft and other imports from the West were 
being replaced by those made in Russia. “This gives us a chance to re-establish 
our industry in these areas,” he argued. 


The ambassador, who spent five years in Brussels as the deputy Russian 
representative to Nato, accused the alliance of using Ukraine as a platform to 
threaten the Kremlin. Britain and other western countries were trying to build 
up an anti-Russian campaign, he said, providing Ukraine with weapons and 
ideology. 


He accused President Zelensky’s government of making things progressively 
worse, saying it had recently provoked a “very serious” religious conflict within 
Ukraine by forcibly expelling Russian Orthodox priests loyal to the Moscow 
patriarchate from churches and monasteries and seizing property. He said 
millions of Ukrainians had had their rights denied. 


The ambassador flatly rejected charges of war crimes committed in Bucha, 
northern Ukraine. The UN found in a report published in December that Russian 
armed forces had summarily executed or carried out attacks on individuals 
leading to the deaths of hundreds of civilians there. The report said that “a mere 
text message [...] could have fatal consequences”. 


Kelin said the evidence showed that Russian troops had withdrawn and the town 
was not sealed. The hundreds of bodies were not found in the street until three 
days after the Russians had left, Kelin said, suggesting that they were then used 
as a “pretext” to interrupt peace talks taking place in Istanbul. The incident, he 
insisted, “had been staged for political purposes” and he suggested the bodies 
found could have been those of dead soldiers put there. 


He produced a dossier showing there had been many more killings of civilians 
carried out over eight years of shelling by Ukrainian troops in the Donetsk and 
Luhansk provinces. He accused the Ukrainian government of having tried to 
stamp out the Russian language, eradicate local culture and prevent attempts at 
autonomy there. 
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He also denied that Russia had deliberately targeted civilians in Ukraine. He said 
the attacks on power, water and energy supplies were a recognised military 
tactic and that Nato doctrine underlined the importance of targeting the 
command, control and communications infrastructure of its enemies. But he 
said the cost of reconstruction in the Donbas was huge. Russia was now moving 
swiftly to rebuild Mariupol, a city captured after heavy fighting. 


Kelin insisted that Russia was not dependent on China for political support and 

was not isolated, saying it could count also on the other Brics countries — India, 

South Africa and Brazil — for continued trade and normal relations. His own job 
in London, however, is now very limited. He insisted the embassy remains open 
for receptions and discussions but did not say how many people were coming. 
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